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verter permitted generation and transmission by high-volt-
age alternating current, and thus allowed great extensions
of-the three-wire system by means of suitable distributing
substations with rotary converters. All this means that
within a period of, say, five years the source of direct current,
for large plants in particular, had shifted from direct-current
generation at low voltage to alternating-current generation
at comparatively high voltage, with transmission at high
voltage and with conversion, by means of the rotary con-
verter, to any desired direct-current voltage at any desired
place. Surely this was revolutionary.

It does not appear that Westinghouse had much personal
part in the early studies of the converter. Mr. Lamme
says: "Strangely enough, it appeared to me that Mr. West-
inghouse never took any strong interest in the rotary con-
verter as affording a means for extending the field of direct-
current traction, and yet this has been possibly the greatest
single step in overcoming the early limitations of the 600-
volt system. He did not ask me many questions regard-
ing rotary-converter development and operation, as he did
with other developments. He seemed quite pleased with
the success of the rotary and its rapid growth after it had
passed through its earlier experimental siages." Perhaps
he took it as a matter of course, as an inevitable step. Per-
haps he was satisfied that it was in competent hands. Per-
haps there was a small and passing dark spot in his imag-
ination just here. Or perhaps it was something of all three.
For present purposes the essential things are that the com-
ing of the rotary converter was an opportune event in the
course of the growth of the universal power system, the
conception of .which was steadily forming in Westinghouse's
mind; and this event took place within the organization
which he had built up.